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- - Religious Societies 


BRETHREN, 
Hi 1 was ready, at your Requeſt, to Preach 
this Sermon, yet I ( muſt confeſs I was not 
ſo willing to make it Publick; as conſcious 
to my ſelf how much ſo great and uſeful « Subje& muſt 
ſuffer through the Weakneſs of the Manager : But when 
your defires came back't with his Grace's Commands, it 
was no longer fit for me to diſpute the matter. 


1 am very ſenſible that be ſides the Exceptions that may be 
juſtly taken againſt the Imperfeftions of this Diſcourſe,many 
ObjeRQions will be rais'd, againſt the Argument it ſelf, 
which"is likely to" find the ſame ill Uſage for Eneourag- 
ing,that you have allready met with for Endeavouring a 
Reformation: But if the Publiſhing this Sermon may 
prove either uſeful to You or Beneficial to others, 1/hall, 
very little Regard the Cenſures of it Men ; who as they 
are Enemies to Virtue, /o they will be ſure to be t9 


all that ſhall abett it. 
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- To Dire@ and Encourage the Good Work you have 


- 


OE Voyeur In err 


fo fucceſsfully begun, viz. The beating down the Body 


of Sin, ad putting ſome ſhop to that Torrent of open 


Lewdneſs and Prophanenels, which for ſome time paſt 


bas been breaking in upon us,, 


4s, the. great deſign 0 


this Diſcourſe! and if it may tinflence and Inſpirit any 
of us in ſo Generous an Undertaking, 7 ſhall think my 
Time and my Labour well laid out. And that GOD's 
Bleſſing may allways accompany your Fndeayours and mine 
i this Charitable Attempt is the bearty Prayer of 


Your AﬀeRionate 


humble Servanc 
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Preach'd before the Societics in St. Micheeſ's 
Church, Dablin, September the 25th. 1698. 
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The 19th, of Leviticas in the latter part of the 
«7th. verie. 


Thou fhalt i» any wiſe rebuke thy Neighbour, and not ſuffer 
Sin upon bin. 
P , The wage TOR runs mn, hos ub 
Thou ſhalt not hate thy Brother in thine heart : thou ru any 
wife rebake thy x rohbour, aud uot ſuffer Sin upon bins. 'M 


t 
& 
2 Words recommend a duty as difficulcto the 
Performer, as unwelcom to rhe Recciver ; and 
thar is Brotherly Admonition and Reproof : for 
whoſoever ſhall attempr it (rho' in the greateſt 
_n="_ BY _ Souls) id in _ = only 
of being accounted, but of being treated as their Enemy, 
xcauſc he tells them the truth, þ 
: *Twas a wark difficult enough for a Propher, and we find 
God himſelf iatimaring, as ifthere were bur few qualified for 
ſo generous an undertaking : Naiab 6.8. And T heard the 
Faice of the Lord ſaying whom ſhall I ſend, and who wilt go for 
{+ 2; Implying that it was no. calie matter to find a well 
qualified and willing Perſon ; and tho? thePropher fſaiah was 
prepared and rx FENG undertake the Imploy- 
wrt '" — —""_—— 


_ "ne " \ * 
- Ir ok. 38 £ 
- - 4 CY 


© 


menr, yet we find the Prophet Feremiah-ſomething backward, 
bewailing himſelf and complaining of.the_hargſhip of rhe Du- 
ty. Saying, Wo is me, my Mother that thou haſt born me a 
Man of ftrife, and a Man of Contention to the whole Earth, 
Jer. 15. 10... HIRE <0 

: And, therefore to arm hinvagainſt all: angers and difficalcy 
of the undertaking, God doeg not onlF chear him up, þur 
threaten him too, Thou therefore gird up thy Loins, i. e. rouze 
up thy Spirits and thy Courage, and ariſe, ſpeak to. them all 
that I commanded: thee, be uot diſmayed at their Faces, leſt F 
Confound thee before them.- Jer. iff: 17, And . whether -they 
would hcar, or whetherthey would forbear, God oblig'd him 
- diſcharge this neccſlary, tho' unwelcome office towards 
them, | 7 | 

And with the ſame ' caution God arms Ezekzel upon the 


like occaſton, And thou ſon of man be not afraid of their words, 


tho" Briers and Thorns be with thee, i. e.-tho' this people be as 
Briers and Thorns, which ſhall- prick. and wound thy Soul, 
And tho thou daſt dwell. among Scorpions, be not afraid of their 
words, nor be diſmayed at their looks, Ezck. 2. 6  * 

And if a Commiſſion'd Prophet was to expect ſuch Treat- 
ment, when he was ſent,by God to rebuke a wicked Nation, 
how much rougher uſage mult a pfivate Perſon-look TozWhen 
he undertakes to Reprove. 4 wicked: and licentious Pſ@ple 2 
and to reform thoſe Vices which by along and gener4#Prac- 


tice. and Indulgence, - arc .not only grown faſhionallg, but 
| have gotten Credit and Power, in the World ?-infomuch that 


he that dares attempt a Reformation, 'muſt-look for nothin 
tels than to be torn; with Briers and' Thorns; and to-be' th 


object of all the Venom, that the Tongues of rheſeiwitked 


Scorpions can ſpit againſt him ; bur God that knew the danget 
does not excule from the duty, but lays his commands pe- 
remptorily thus, 7 hoy ſhalt in any wiſe Rebuke thy Neighbour, &C. 

And tho' this Precept as Hveh uniler the -Law, 'yet it is 


of that Moral Obligation, that'ir is nor ſuperſeded, but rather 
reinforced by the Goſpel Diſpenſation. : TEIN 


xo i; 


(:3') 

© T ſhalf not at preſent confine theſe words ( as-ſome under- 
fand them) in Relation only.to the former part of the Vere. ' 
Thow ſhalt not hate thy Brother, in thine heart, i, e. Thou ſhalt 
not bear any privare Malice or. Grudge againſt him, and. 
ſmocher ir in thy breaſt, as 4Z/olom did againſt his Brother . 
Amnon,;' for the Text ſays, He ſpate unto him neither nor : 
bad, and gives this as the reaton, For Abſolom hated: mnon, 
2 Sam. 13. 22, But thou ſhalt make known the caule of the 
Difterence and Diſpleaſure, and ſhalt in any wile plainly re-* 
buke him foric. Tho' this be an excellent duty, and may 
prove the prevention of many great and grieyous Evils, yet [ 
ſhall at this time treat of theſe words-in a greater Latitude, c= 
yen as they reſpect Sin in general and not only ſome treſpaſs: 
committed againſt our felves. 

And in handling of them in this larger ſenſe, I ſhall follow 
this method. 

I. I will endeavour to make it appear that it is the Duty 
of a private Chriſtian, as much as 4n him lies, to Reprove 
and Reform Sin in his Neighbour. al 

2, I ſhall thew you the manner how this duty is to be 
perform'd. 
| 3. The Motives and Reaſons that may encourage him in 
ſo difficult a performance. 

x. I ſhall ehdeavour to make it appear, that it is the duty 
of a private Chriſtian, as much as in him lies, to Reproye 
and Reform.Sin in his Neighbour. | 
To prevent Sin, and deſtroy the works of the Devil, is ſo 

Noble and'/ generous a: defign, thar for. the accompliſhmenr 
thereof our-Blefſed Saviour thought it worth while to leave 
all the Glorious Manſions of Heaven, to deſcend into a 
wicked World, and to ſubmir himſelf-ro the moſt barbarous 
Treatment ir could give him ; and his great buſineſs here was 
ro:ſave his People from their Sins, .that they being deliver'd 
from their Spiritual Enemies, might become a peculiar Peo- 
ple "zealous of good:works, and might ſerye God without 
fear, in Holinefs and Righteouſneſs before him all the days 
_;__ Rs ANG 
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be like him, we are certainty oblig d to promote the good of 

pals, as much as in uslics, and to be willing to rua ſame 
hazzard, to be ar ſome colt and pains forthereicuc of a poer 
Soul, which was fo procious in the cycs of Chriſt, thar he 
thought it worth dying for ; he came into the world on pur- 
to do Kindaefies to the Souls of Men, even to turn us. 
from the Errors of our ways to the living God. 

The very farſt a& thar a Chriſtiandoes in behalfof himicif, 
is ſolemnly co engage in a war againſt the Devil and all his 
Works, againſt all rhe deceitful and wicked Pomps and Vaai- 
ties of the World, and all the ſinful juſts of che Fleſh ; and 
- that faored Vow does oblige us by all lawful ways and means 
to preventand deſtroy all rheſe, as wellin others as our ſelves; 
and ifwe negle it, wemake our ſelves partakers of their fins. 

Even under the Law they were enjoyn'd to Rebuke Sia in 
their Neighbour, and nor to ſuffer fin upon him : Some tran- 
flateit, Thou ſhalt not bear Sin for him,by which is ſomerimes 
underſtood the Sin it ſelf, and ſomerimes the Puniſhmeanr 
thereof, And truly he that neglects this Duty among his 
Friends and Equals, when 'tis fit to perform it, makes him- 
felf liable ro both. 

And this neglect in the former part of the verſe, is called 
A hating our Brother # our heart; for ſo ſome apply that 
part of the Verſe, and not without rcafen ; for whar hatred 
{o deadly as that which rends to the utterruin and deſtruftion 
Ak ken byrhe Proph kiel of the Watchman, 

What wes ſpoken by the Prophet Ezetze: atC 
to whom the charge of the People was commutred, and was 
by virtue of his Office oblig'd ro give the People warning af = 
their Danger, is inſome meaſure applicable to every Chriſtian, 
who is fo far a Propher, as to be oblig'd to prevent Sin, as 
far as lawfully he may, and in any wile to warn and rebuke 
his Neighbours, when an opportunity and fit Circum» 
ſtances do offer. And in tiisreſpet why ſhould we grudge 
any one the honour of reſcuing a Soul from Death 2 oughr 

. ; we 


$2 

we not-all much rather; ro joyn in Moſes's paſſionate Prayer 3 
Would to God that all the Lords People were Prophets, and that he 
would put his holy Spirit upon them. 

The puniſhmentthart God threatned the Prophet with, in 
caſe of neglect is very dreadful; Fis blood will [ require at 
thine hand. Now tho this be more particularly the duty of a 
Miniſter, who is intruſted with the cure of Souls, and de- 
fign'd here by the name of a Prophet, yer private Chriſtians 
are not altogether free from the Obligation, but even a meer 
Laick may draw the blood of his Brother upon his own head, 
and by a ſilent approbation of his Sin make himſelf liable 
both to the guilt and puniſhment ; and every Man is ſo far 
ingag'd againſt the common Enemy, as to take his Brothers 
part, and reſcue him out of his hands, as wellas he is bound 
to defend himſelE. 

Our Bleſſed Saviour enjoyns this private Admonitjon in 
theſe words, If thy brother treſpaſs againſt thee, go andte!l him 
his ffult between thee and him alone, if he ſhall hear thee, thou 
haſt gained thy brother. And tho theſe words ſpeak only of 
a trelpaſs committed againſt our ſelves, yer if we love God 
as we ought, we ſhould ſure be as much concerned for him 
as we are for our ſelves. . And 'tis a ſign that we have little | 
zeal for the Glory of his Name, when we can patiently hear 
it blaſphem'd, and ſec his honour trampled upon by wicked 
and prophane wretches, and fit contentedly by, and neither 
fay nor do any thing to retrieve and vindicate it; ſure we 
* - could not think him our Friend, that could ſilently and con- 

' tentedly ſtand by, and fee any of our ſelves thus rudely 


treated and abuſed. | 
"Tis the ſame private reproof that St. Paul means by his 


firſt and ſecond Admonition ; 7ztus, 3. 10. 
And rhe end of all this is in the expreſſion of my Text. 
Net to ſuffer Sin upon our Brother ; or as St. James expreſſes it, 


The converting of a Sinner from the error of bis ways. 
And were our loye toour Brother, of the ſame kind with 


Chriſt's love to us, we ſhould not need many arguments to 
C convince 
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(6) wh 

6 envince us of our obligation ro this Dury z thar Love'afone 
would ſoon pur us\upon rhe diſcharge of ir; *Tisa:very pow+ 
erful Paſſion, where it is ſincere; ir will norſtick at Niceties, 
or be diſcouraged with every ſeeming Difficulry. And we 
know 'tis our duty to love one another, as he loved us. And 
if his love was ſo great to the Souls of Men, as toithink the 
Redemption of them worth the infinite value.of his own 
Blood, ture, to render our love, in any degree like his, we 
arecertainly oblig'd ro lay out our molt vigorous endeavours 
towards the converſion of one another, and be as folicitous 
for the prevention or removal of Sin, zas of the Plague, for 
indeed the former is as catching, and more fatally mortal 
than rhe latrer. : 
Who could ſtand patiently by, and ſee his Friend about to 
take deadly Poyſon, or throw himſelf off a dangerous Preci- 
piſe, and notuſe his utmoſt endeavours to prevent ſuch a miſ- 
chicf? And is it not much more barbarous and inhumane to 
Rand uconcernedly by, and ſee my Brother Sin a Sirfunto 
Death, and ſo ruin Himfelf, Soul, and Body, to all -Eterniry 2 
And yet never make one ſtep towards his refcue and delive- 
rance. Sure did we know the worth of a Soul, or had any 
' Bowels and Compaſſion for our Brother, we thauld with-the 
tame earneſtneſs endeavour his preſervation, tharthe Angeldid 
Lots, even by callingupon him, and leading him by the hand, 
and forcing him out of Sodom, warning him of his danger, 
and with the ſame zealous concern bidding him-eſcape, Neither 
fray thou in all the plain, leaſt: thou be conſumed: And in» 
deed he that can't tindin his Heart, to do ſomething rawards 
theconverſion of a Sinner, nay torun ſome hazard; and be thus 
unportunate, When he ſecs his Brother ready to rumble in 
Hell, has ture very little of this heavenly Angelical Temper 
'1n him, very lictle value for a Soul, which Chriſt thought ſo 
precious, andlefs of Chriſtian Love and Refolution in him, 
he falls far below the Character of the more gencrous Hea- 
rhens, who look'd upon the preventing of Sin and [Error in 
their Friend, as the moſt facred Ofhce of their Love and 
Þ.5 Friendſhip, 


(7) 
Friendſhip, andiapon this account look'd upon their Friend 
as their Gaardian Angel, or rather as their own Conſcience, 
whoſe buſineſs it w as,” not-only to dire& them in their Du- 
ty, and forewarn them of their danger, but alſo ro check and 
reprove them When they did-amils, and wandred-our of the 
ways of Truth and right Reafon. 

And ſure Chriſtianity does not ſuperſede, butimprove and 
exalt this excellent and neceſſary duty. And by how much 
we have morc noble motives for rhe performance of it, by ſo 
much are we the more ſtrictly oblig'd to the Conſcientious 
diſcharge of it. 

And thus having proved that it is the Duty of a private 
Chriſtian, as much as in him lies, to reprove and reform Sin 
in his Neighbour; I come-in the ſecond place to ſhew you 
how this Duty is to be performed. 

And thar is firſt of all by inſtructing the Tgnorant, and 
that both as to the Credenda and Agenda of their Religion : 
For' as many Sin againſt light, ſo ſome Sin for want of it ; 
and it is noble charity, to give Eyes to the Blind, to give 
Light to them that ſit in Darkneſs and the Shadow of Death, 


and to guide their Feet into the way of Peace. Bur tho this 


may tend very much to the Reformation of our Brother, yer 
it is properly racher to Direct than Reprove. | 
2dly. There is a way of reproving Sin-by the contrary ex- 
ample of Holineſs and Verrue, . and when Sin has not raken 
too deep aroot, 'this may prove anexcellent method for the 
reclaiming of Sinners. For the exemplary Piery and Holi- 
nets of a good Man, is ſuch a Check and Reproach to rhe 


Ungodly, that like the Art and Dagon, one canner ftand be- 


fore the other. 


Bur if the Contagion of Sin be ſpread and grown fo inve- 
rerate, that Example alone cannot Shame and Maſter it, yer. 


it will {till have che Advantage of giving the more Force and 


Efficacy to our Reproofs; it will convince them that we are 
ſincere and in earneſt, - when they fee us fo Zealous in the 
PraQtiſe of that our ſelyes, which we would fo earneſtly re- 

TE commend 
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39: 
commend unto them, But it will be a hard matter'to pers 
ſwade any man to belicye and practice that, which, by my 
own Actions, that by moſt People are look'd upon as 
the moſt ſenſible andconvincing Arguments, I do plainly de- 
monſtrate, I neither believe nor practice my ſelf. How apt 
will every one be to retort my Rebukes, with a Phyfitzan heal 
thy ſelf ; or rather wirh a Thou Hypocrite, firſt caſt the Beam 
out of thine own Eye, and then ſhalt thou ſee clearly to pull the 
Mote out of thy Brothers Eye. He that is guilty himſelf is not 
fit to ſtone Sin in another. 

3dly. Our Rebukes and Reproofs of our Brother, ought to 
be inſinuated with all Tenderneſs and Brotherly love, that 
they may plainly perceive our deſign is to ſave their Souls, 


. and not to Gratifie our own, or others Spleen, in expoſing 


their Perſons and Reputations. 

And that we may the better inſinuate our kind concern for 
them, we muſt obſerve, as near as we can, the Mollia Temps- 
ra fandi, the ſcaſon and circumſtances that are moſt likely ro 
render our endeayours ſucceſsful ; leaſt otherwiſe it ſhould ap- 
pear that- we deſign rather ro Upbraid, than Reform them, 
And then ris likely they will rather grow worſe than better 
under our Admonitions, as tis thought the Phyſick that 
does not Maſter, does irritate and ferment the evil Humour. 
And therefore we ought to ule the greateſt caution and pru- 
dence, that our Reproofs, (according to the obſervation of 
a great Divine) may come as the Fathers thought Grace did 
to the Elect, Zempore congruo, in a fit ſeaſon, not when they 
arein theheatand Career of their Sins, but as God did to Adam, 
in the cool of the day, whenthetemperof che Wax may make 
it morecapable of an impreſſion, leſt ſtriving to ſtop rhe Ra- 
pid Stream in 'its force we make it ſwell and overwhelm all 
before it. x 

Reproofs ill placed look more like the Attacks of an Ene-. 
my, than the Rebukes of a Friend, and they will ſooner Ex- 


' Aſperate than Reform the Delinquent. And therefore, when 


there is any hopes of doing good this way, rhis gentle me- 
| ' method 


* 
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' thod ſhould be always uſed, before we proceed to rougher 


treatment ; we ſhould try if the pouring ia the precious Balm 
of-Reproof will do the work, before we proceed to break their 
Heads by the ſeycrity and Penalty of the Laws. 


But 4. ſometimes the wound is more dangerous, and will 
perhaps need Inciſions and rougher Applications ; ſometimes 
the Sin is deeply rooted by a long Cuſtom, and is become 


not only faſhionable, but has gotten Credir as well as 


Ground in the World, and then People Sin on with a 
ſtiff Neck, and ahigh Hand, and a Creſt lifred up ; a1d 
when the Man becomes ſo exceeding Sinful, then Reproof 
will be loſt upon ſuch obſtinate Sinners, all this precious 
Balm willlike Oylto the Fire, make itflamethe more. Thoſe 
are the People the wiſe man ſpeaks of, Reprove not a Scorner 
leſt be hate thee. Prov.g. 8. He means ſuch as are Incorri- 
gible, have aſcended the Chair of the Scornful, aad are 
become preſumpruous, open -and daring Sinners ; ſuch, as 


_ the Hereticks of old, are to berejeRed, and the precious Pearl 


of Reproof are not to be. caſt before ſuch Swine, leſt, like 
the evil Spirit, they turn upon thee and tear thee. Bur here 
we are to call in the help of the Civil Magiſtrate, ' who 
ſhould be as the Apoſtle ſpeaks, the Miniſter of God, a Re- 
wvenger to execute wrath upon him that doth evil, Rom. 13. 
4. And let him look to ir, if he bears this Sword in- vain, he 
makes himſelf partaker of other mens Sins, draws a vaſt guilt 
upon his own head, and his Doom will be ſo much 
ſharper, as his Truſt was greater than other Mens. 


But thanks be to God, who has not only given us good 
Laws, for the ſuppreſſion of Vice and Reformation of 
Manners ; | but has alſo inſpired ſome of our Magiſtrates 
with ſo much Courage and Zeal for God and Religion, 
as reſolutely to put theſe wholeſom Laws in Execution, 
maupre all the Intereſt and Malice of a wicked, Prophane 
and Licentious Faction. 

D And 
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And fines we have not only good Laws but good 
iſtrates, who do ſo Zealouſly abett the cauſe gf 


GOD and Practical Holineſs, we ought not to be faint- 


hearted, in ſo good a cauſe, bur where Brotherly Admo- 
nition will not, or is not likely to take place, there to ap- 
peal ro the Civil Magiſtrate, and to pray the aſfliſtance of 
the Sword of -Juſtice, for the cutting down thoſe Sins, whick 
were too firongand powerful for any private Reproof. 


+ I tald you hefore, that by our Baptiſmal Vow, we are all 
engap'dto reſiſt and prevent Sin,as far as lawtully we may ;and 
when 'tis not probable that the beſt Arts of Perſwaſion and 
Reproof will take place, but men are become ſo obſtinate, and 
deiperatcly wicked, that they are not to be awakened by all 
the rerrors of the LORD, then *tis high time to try if the 
Sword of Juſtice will deter them, or have any better influence 
npon them; and tg this end we may juſtly and fairly 
complain to the Civil Magiſtrate, and defire the execution 


as © 


of the Laws againſt ſuch ſcandalous Offenders. 


And the reproach of being call'd an Informer, ought 
nor to diſcourage ys, or to quench our zeal for GON's 


Glory and' the gapd of Sauls; and ths a ſort of men a- 


Mong us; are reviled and hated far no other reaſon bur 
diſcharging 2 good Conicience in rhis matter, yet rhey 
do no more than what, the Law it ſelf as well as Con- 


ſcience does allow of and encourage. Or clic how ſhould 


Convictions * be made, or Offenders brought to -condign 
Punjſhmenr ? - What, wauld Laws fignify,. when no man 


had care- gr zeal. enough ro ſee them executed and take 


eflect > How thould rhe Magiſtrate take Cognizance 
of Dclinquenth when each connives ar rhe others wickedneſs? 


What if ſome- people reproach you as too buſy and for- 


2 ward; if we will be Chriſt's Diſciples, we mult exerciſe 
' wore ſelf cenyal than that amounts to. The 


( 11 
The word Informer, _ takeh in a good as well 
as in a bad Senſe, according as it is apply'd. The 
Odium that was firſt derived upon the name, was in the 
early perſecutions of the Church, when the Chriſtians 
loſt both their Lives and Eſtaces by the ' Heatheniſh In- 
formers; bux as it was an Enemy to Virtue then, ſo 
ic may be to Vice now; and if jr be really fo, it ic 
tends to the Profyotion of Piety and Refotmaricn, it can 
be no inglorious name, unleſs it be a crime to fi $ 
Sin, and to root out the Lewdneſs and Prophaneſs which 
will bring a Curſe and Deftruction upon a Nation. 
Would he deferye to be Branded with an Infamous Cha- 
racer, that ſhould diſcover to the Magiſtrate ſuch Trea- 
ſonable PraCtiſes as tended to the utter Subyertien- of the 
State and Government? Ought he not rather to be 
Encourag'd and Rewarded? Or is it lefs meritorious to 
Inform in the caufe of GOD than of the King? And is 
there a greater Enemy to any Nation than. the Vices 
thereof 2. mow any thing. terta more. 'to the Ruin of a 
People, than Debauchery and Prophaneſs, and the Con- 
tempt of GOD and Religion? Did we ever fee aKingdom 
brought to _—_ and Deſolation, where the wickegnels. 
and unreftrain'd Lufts of the People had not the chiefeſt 
hand in it? And- does he deſerve ill of the Common 
Wealth, or any name of Diſtintion, that is not kind 
and itable, that does all thar lies in his Power to 
ſuppreſs thoſe Vices, that would ruin-a Nation, and 
have a natyral as yell as morg| tendency to draw 
down the ſeyereſt Judgments of GOD upon'a Land? The 
beſt' a&tions ate: likely ro be 'mifreprefented by ,ill men, 
eſpecially if they create any pnquict to them, and diſturb 
them in the enjoymentof their Lufts and Senſualities ; he thar 
attacks them here, rouches the apple of their Eye, and 
mul} expect all rhe ill uſage that their Rage mJ Malice 
can ſuggeſt. _ 
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This is the Root of all, and the truercaſon why ſome men 
are ſo inrag'd at Informers, and if they would lay their 
hands upon their -Hearts, and imparrtially examine them; 
I ſuppoſe their own Conſcience would hs give them 
leave to deny ir. | 


But tho thoſe people rage and ſwell, and conſpire to- 
gether againſt the LORD, and all that, are Enemies to 
their Lewdneſs and Prophaneſs, yet all this ought not to 
quench your zeal for the Advancement of Holineſs and 
GOD's Glory. But go on reſolutely in this good work, 
comforting and encouraging your ſelves with St. Peter's 
viords, If ye ſuffer for Righteouſneſs ſake happy are ye: For 
as- our Saviour ſays, great 2s your Reward in Heaven. 


And the moſt efftetual way to conquer their Malice, 
and diſprove their Calumnies is, as the ſame Apoſtle 
adviſes, Reſolutely to maintain a good Conſcience, . that where 
as they ſpeak evil of you, as of evil deers,.. they may be 
aſbam'd that falſly accuſe your good Converſation in Chriſt, 
x Pet. 3. 16. 


The Informer that is ſo odious amongſt Men is one 
that does Vexatiouſly proſecute his Neighbours, meerly 
out of Lucre. or Malice, without any regard to the Ser- 
vice of the State, or the Reformation of Offenders. But 
this is far different from his caſe, who out of a Yue re- 
gard to Virtue and the Glory of GOD, cannot pati- 
ently bear the trampling upon either, without interpo- 
ſing his endeavours for the preſervation of both, whe- 
ther it be by friendly Reproof and Admonition, or when 
that won't, or is it not likely to prevail, by applyin 
to the Magiſtrate, who bears the Sword of GOD, a 
is bound to wield it for the ſupport of Virrwe and Re- 
ligion, and for the Puniſhment and ſuppreſſion of evil 
doers. And when neither Malice nor Lucre comes in 

or 


= 1» | 
for aſhare, but the Glory of GOD, the efernal wellfar® 
of Souls, and the good of the Kingdom are the ſole 
motives of ſuch Information, the name of Informer is ſo far 
from being a Reproach, that ir ought to be had in ho- 
nour with eyery man that loves GOD or his Country, 
or has any kind regards to Virtue and Religion. 


| And fo I proceed to the laſt Particular, viz. To ſhew 
the motives and reaſons that may encourage you in ſo 
difficult an undertaking. 


I have already told you, that ſome by this Phraſe of 
nor ſuffering Sin upen him, do mean thou ſhalt not bear 
Sin for him, or make thy ſelf partaker of his Sin : And 
if ſo, then the negle&- of rebuking a Sinner when my 
kind Reproof may tend to the reclaiming of him, is to 
make . me -partaker of his Sins, and I am oblig'd to dif- 
charge this Charitable office ro my Brother, as I love 
' my own Soul, and would nor bring my ſelf under his 


Condemnation. 


2dly. Tf men would be ſo kind to themſelves or others, 
as to ſuffer themſelves to be perſwaded into a Conſci- 
entious diſcharge of this Duty, what a happy Change 
and Reformation might we ſoon expect in our- little 
World ! Eſpecially did the more Holy, Wiſe, and Pious, faith- 
fully and 'zealouſly ingage in it. How would Sinners be 
aſhamed and bluſh at their Villanies ! ' We ſhould have no 
more bare-fac'd wickedneſs, 'but- Sin would ſculk into the 
Corners of darkneſs, and what a bleſſed Reformation would 
enſue ! This precious Balm of Reproof is' the moſt likely 
medicine to heal up our breaches, and to cure the 


wounds and putrified ſores of GOD's People 


David calls it 'an excellent Oyl : © Pſalm. 141. 5. an ;- 
Oyl thar has two ſoveraign qualities, thoſe of Cleanſing 


ana 
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and Healing : this Reproof ſearches the ground of -the 


Heart, and when that is well prob'd 'and made;; clean, 


ir foon heals the breaches thereof. "Tis an: excellenc 
means to awaken the conſcience of the Sinner, and 
to ſer it upon the diſcharge of her office; even to check 
us for our miſcarriages, and forewarn us of the ; dread- 


full expeQation .of the juſt Judgments oft GOD, and. 


conſequently puts us upon a diligent enquiry,' which way 
we ſhall eſcape, and ſecure our ſalves from the wrath 
to Come ? _ $ 


Hence it is that the Wiſe Man tells us, that The Rod 
and R eproof give wiſdom, and that he that hateth Reproof 


is 'brutiſh. And ſo highly did he eſteem of this method 
of reducing a Sinner, that if this repeated could nor 
reform him, he ſecms utterly to. difſpair of his con- 
verſion, He that being ew reproved hardneth his Neck, 
ſhall ſuddenly be deſtroyed, and that without Remedy. Prov. 


29. I. Intimating that if this method faild, nothing * 


would be effectual. 


But thirdly whether Sinners will hear or whether they 


will forbear, whether they will take warning and be 


converted or not, the faithful diſchargers of rhis.Du 


will have this remaining comfort, They will be ſure 


to ſave their own Souls, whileſt the Obſtinate and -In- 
corrigible ſhall periſh in their Iniquities :: Thus St. Fames 
aſſures' us, that | he' that converteth a. Sinner from: the er- 
ror of his way, ſhall ſave a Soul a live, _ aud ſhall cover 
a multitude of Sins. James, 5. 20. 4c. of his own Sins; 
For as the former part of the Verſe contains a motive 
taken from the advantage that accrews to the Convyert- 
ed, ſo the. latter is an argument drawn from. the bene- 
fit that redounds to the Convertor, viz. He ſhall hide 
2 multitude. of his. own Sins. z. e:. GOD will the ca- 


fer be perſwaded to be propitious to him, and upon his 


repentanc® 
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Fepentance. ( which muſt always be ſuppos'd ) forgive 
him choſe Sins he had formerly been guilry of, and I 
the rather take this to be the ſenſe of the words, - be- 
cauſe it is exatly agreeable to thar of Daniel. They 
that be wiſe ſhall ſhine as the brightneſs of the Firmament, 
and they that turn many to Righteouſneſs as the Stars for 
ever and ever. Dan. 12. This is ſuch an exceeding, and 
an eternal weight of Glory, that I &an ſay nothing great- 
er; and therefore ſhall leave off here; deſiring. you. ro 
conſider the weight and efficacy of this Motive; and 
ſhall only remind you, that ſince the effets of this 


Duty are ſo bleſſed, and the Reward fo Glorious we 
| ought not to be diſcourg'd in it, either thr& the fear of 
__ ſingularity, cenſoriouſneſs, or any dirt that a malicious 
i people can befpatter us with: Remembring that ir is 
ne commonly the fate of Chriſt's Diſciples, 7hat if in him 


| they hawe peace, in the World they ſhall have Tribulation. 

| And our Saviour himſelf does aſſure us, That narrow is © 

the Way, and ſtreight is the Gate that leads to Life, and "4 
few there be that ; a z. 


be: © | Now to GOD the Father, GOD the Son, and GOD the 
EN Holy Ghoſt be aſcribed all Flonour, Power and Glory, for 
3 ever and ever. | 
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